[Steam cautery of the cornea in microbial keratitis].
In some cases topical antimicrobial treatment of microbial keratitis or corneal ulcers remains unsuccessful, with increasing infiltration of the corneal stroma. In this situation the steam cautery procedure developed by Karl Wessely in 1911 can lead to rapid healing of the inflammatory process, avoiding further corneal surgery. In this article we describe the steam cautery technique and discuss its indications for microbial keratitis.